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     There is a truth in the world that 
changes everything. It changes our 
motivations, our desires. It changes our 
very nature: the core of who we are. The 
gospel changes everything. Without it, I 
would have no purpose in life - no hope. 
Without it, our students would have no 
hope. But because of Jesus, the gospel is 
real. And it is alive. 
     The gospel is this: God redeems souls. 
Life overcomes death, and it lasts for-
ever. But the gospel is not merely a new 
destination for souls--God’s redemption 
is so much bigger. For those who follow 

God, it is all-encompassing (Rom. 8:28). 
It includes the wounds we’ve caused and 
the wounds we’ve received. It includes 
the worst things we’ve ever done. It 
includes the lingering consequences from 
sins committed long ago. God’s redemp-
tion covers all of these. Amazingly, God’s 
redemption is so big it also includes the 
tiniest things, like the mistakes I make 
today that may cause me to give a sigh of 
regret as I lie in bed tonight. 
     These are not easy things to believe. 
But they are true. They’re true, because 
Jesus Christ paid the full, complete price. 
It covers everything! Therefore, every 
single one of us can be a living story of 
God’s ongoing work of redemption, no 
matter what has happened in our lives. 
     God’s redemption is also the theme of 
the Ranch. Since the very beginning, re-
demption testimonies have been formed 
here, one life at a time. The other day an 
early Ranch staff member told me of two 
young women who had been sexually 
traumatized.  (cont. on pg. 2)

     In the early 1980’s Christian Encoun-
ter was in expansion mode. Nearby ski 
areas were booming, and we dreamed 
of developing a winter wilderness and 
retreat ministry.  A dream-come-true 
lodge just off Highway 80 in Kingvale 

was located, and we leased the property 
for two winters. The programs were 
successful spiritually and financially. 
     The owner was anxious to sell and 
offered a bargain price. The staff and 
Board of Directors asked the Lord for 
specific guidance. All the Ranch property 
would have to be at risk, used as collat-
eral to finance the purchase. We notified 
donors and set a thirty-day deadline to 
raise $10,000 for the down payment as 
a sign of God’s approval (like Gideon’s 
fleece), promising to return the money if 
it wasn’t all in within 30 days.  
     Enthusiasm was high and money 
started pouring in. But in the end, we 
were a measly twenty dollars short. The 
temptation to ignore the tiny shortfall 
was enormous. But the deal was off! The 
property owner couldn’t comprehend 
such picayune business dealings. Yet the 
wisdom of following God’s leading soon 
became evident: within the year the sep-
tic system failed and the state required 
a million dollar replacement! Worse, 
California entered a period of drought 
and the snow failed to fall.  Nearby 
ski resorts lost millions of dollars, and 
the demand for winter retreats ceased. 
Christian Encounter was saved from 
financial ruin! Praise God!
     Marion Parker

DIRECTOR’S VIEW

50 years of  redemption 
stories

Every single one of  us can be a 
living story of  God’s ongoing 
work of  redemption, no matter 
what has happened in our lives. 

A PIECE OF RANCH HISTORY

The ski lodge: 
“Twenty dollars short” 
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Material Needs List

Consumable goods
Ultimate Frisbees
High-quality soft-touch volleyballs
Energy bars
Hot chocolate packets
Apple cider packets
12 oz Disposable coffee/hot cups       
   with lids
12-16 oz Disposable cold cups
Heavy duty paper plates 8” & 10”
Paper napkins (every day style)
Heavy duty foil
Gallon & quart sized zip-lock food  
   storage bags
Potholders
Aprons
Lumber (2x4s, 4x4s, plywood)
Work gloves

Featured needs
Open utility trailer with ramp tailgate
Walk-behind trencher

Our material needs list is also avail-
able through AmazonSmile Charity 
Lists under “Your Lists”. Simply select 
Christian Encounter as your charity. 

Position opening: Outreach Coordinator

As we work to expand our effectiveness, we’re looking for an Outreach Coordi-
nator to communicate the mission and ministry of Christian Encounter to out-
side audiences. This includes establishing and maintaining church connections, 
media engagement, social media input, donor care, grant writing and overall 
development work. The ideal candidate will have a background in outreach and 
donor relations, excellent communication skills, and a passion for the gospel and 
building relationships.

To learn more, please contact Nate Boyd at nate@christianencounter.org or 530-278-0877. 

50 years (cont. from pg. 1)

When they arrived at the Ranch, they 
heard the staff speaking of the free-
dom Christ gives, and of being washed 
clean. They believed God had indeed 
redeemed them, and they proceeded 
to live and speak as perfectly restored, 
new creations. From those earliest days 
through this moment, God continues to 
work here. 
     The Ranch as an institution is a con-
crete testament to God’s redemption. As 
we celebrate our 50th year of existence, 
we are grateful for all He has done and 
that His work of redemption continues. 
Whatever the next 50 years hold, the 
Ranch is dedicated to displaying the 
power of the gospel every day of its 
existence.
     Nate Boyd, Executive Director

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it 
is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes.” Romans 1:16

Now hiring 

Events Calendar

7th annual Rescue Run 5k
April 18th, 9:30am

Spring Serve Day
May 16th, 9am - 1pm

50th Anniversary Celebration
Sept. 18-20

Our 50th Anniversary Celebration is 
free of charge and open to all. If you 
were once part of the Ranch Family, 
we’d love to see you again! Fellow-
ship with old friends, see throwback 
untalent skits, add your name and 
length of stay to a 50-year visual 
timeline, and hear plans for the 
future of the Ranch. Food is provid-
ed, including a big BBQ on Saturday 
evening. Cabins, tent sites, and RV 
sites are available. 

If you’ve been wanting to visit us, 
this is a great opportunity! We hope 
to see you there!

FEATURED EVENT

Graduation & End-of-year 
Celebration
May 30th, 10:30am 

Family Camp
June 26-29

38th annual Agony Ride
July 24-25

Class of 1990

Agony Ride in the early ‘90’s
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Luke Brouwer finished his internship last month, but living locally he continues to devote his days to the 
students twice a week. Below Luke shares excerpts from his daily journal log kept during his internship.

Journal - Day 83, Sunday: Now with only 7 days remaining to my 90 day commitment, I still 
have no idea what I am going to do. I want out. I want to quit. I hate being disrespected. I hate 
working so hard on something only to have it thrown back into my face and spat upon. I hate 
crying...it makes me feel weak, and I feel like I am making a fool of myself. But every time 
I cry out to God and tell Him that I can’t do this anymore, Jesus says to me: “I was treated 
worse than trash...I was spat on...I was abandoned by everyone...I was disrespected by you, 
I shed my tears for you, and yet I never gave up on you. I have invested so much into you - 
how much will you give back?”

Journal - Day 94, Friday:  One of 
the hardest weeks of internship so far, but as I looked back on the week, 
I realized that while I came out of the fire tired, I didn’t come out burnt 
away like chaff. I came out of the trial stronger, like gold. I truly felt 
Isaiah 40:31 applied to my life: “Those who trust in the Lord will renew 
their strength. They will rise up on wings like eagles, they will run and 
not grow weary, they will walk and not grow faint.”

Journal - Day 144, Saturday: I am sure glad that we serve an infinite 
God, because I am so bad at encouraging and comforting, but He 
keeps strengthening me and empowering me to keep plugging away.

Journal - Day 161, Tuesday:  One of the students ran out and I went 
after her, and she asked me why I even tried anymore, because this 
was like the eighth time I tried to cheer her up when she was hurting, 
and obviously “she was a hopeless case”. And I said it was because I 
believe that everyone needs someone who will never give up on them.

Journal - Day 200, Saturday: Well here we are. 200 days of not quit-
ting. 200 days of never giving up. 150 days past the point where I thought it humanly impossible to continue. Also, God gave me the 
privilege of being the vessel that was used so He could work magic in a student’s life. I was just there, and got to see Him work.

     Just a couple of months into my intern-
ship, one of our students chose to leave 
the program voluntarily. After his de-
parture I struggled for months with grief 

INTERN FEATURE

Diary of  an intern: 364 days

“If  I had known...”
and sorrow, a pain I was unfamiliar and 
uncomfortable with. I began to withdraw 
and struggled to engage fully in relation-
ships with the students and others at the 
Ranch. I didn’t know what God expected 
of me and was unsure if I wanted to con-
tinue my internship past three months. 

After much 
wrestling, I 
decided to 
recommit for 
three more 
months until 
graduation. 
In those three 
months I saw 
God move 
in amazing 
ways in my 
heart, life, 
and the lives 
of the stu-
dents. 
     He began 

to show me that my pain had a purpose. 
I experienced God’s patience and heart 
towards me. He didn’t expect me to fix 
myself, He wasn’t in a hurry, and He 
loved me in my sorrow as much as He 
did in my joy. 
     As I continued to reflect on this dif-
ficult time of internship, God brought me 
to the question “If you knew the outcome, 
would you have done anything differ-
ently?” After thinking on this, I realized 
that if I had known God was calling me to 
be obedient to show love to someone who 
would be so temporary I would have held 
back a lot. I would have loved differently 
knowing the pain it would bring after the 
loss. In realizing this I was led to a power-
ful truth of who Jesus is and the choice 
He made in loving us.
     Olivia Crissman, one-year intern

Left: Olivia and former student Kelsey push 
each other towards the finish line at the 
Rescue Run 5k last April. 

Through the joys and trials of internship, interns have one another to re-
joice with and fall back on. These four interns have each honored year-long 
(or more) commitments and continue to volunteer in varying capacities.

INTERN PERSPECTIVE



Christian Encounter Ranch is a 
non-profit, non-denominational, 
residential community helping 
16- to 25-year-olds by providing 
love, spiritual guidance, high 
school education, counseling, and 
24-hour supervision.  Internships 
are offered to qualifying upper-
level college students and 
graduates.  We are a member of the 
Evangelical Council for Financial 
Accountibility, and all gifts are 
tax deductible.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

•

Did you know there are creative 
ways you can support Christian 
Encounter Ranch that will 
benefit you, your loved ones and the 
ministry? Contact us to hear more 
about Planned Giving and how you 
can make a lasting legacy in the 
lives of our students and interns.

Planned Giving

Christian Encounter Ranch

MEMORIALS
In memory of Alison Arcadi, given by:
Greg and Diane Boyd

In memory of Jim Parker, given by:
Bill Barbour
Dora Jean Bemis
Keith and Jeanne Brown
Dave and Nurene Bundock
Robin Casebeer
David and Wendy Cerrona
Bryan and Lynne Ellis-Gray
Carrie Esau
Chuck and Caroline Fike
Rollin and Jeanette Haas
Kathy McCardia
Randy and Rosie Moody
Dave Mott
Marion Parker
Mike and Susie Petrillo
Lyndall and Cathy Propst
Tom and Barbara Salter
Pete and Melissa Slocum
Marvin and Jaime Trapnell 

In memory of Ray and Marjorie Brown, 
given by: 
Kent Brown
Vincent Brown
Lynda Taylor

In memory of Jason Samuel Ciobanasiu, 
given by: 
Jonathan Ciobanasiu

In memory of Judy Dugan, given by: 
LaWanda Roberts

In memory of A.D. Haley, given by: 
Dave and Nurene Bundock

In memory of Susan Noll, given by:
LaWanda Roberts

In memory of John Roberts, given by:
LaWanda Roberts

In memory of LaWanda Roberts, 
given by:
Brian Reilly

In memory of Richard and Eda 
Woods, given by:
Don and Janet Priem

HONORARIUMS
In honor of Autumn Webster Layman, 
given by: 
Jim and Becky Webster

In memory of Josh, given by: 
Sue Knapp


