Christian Encounter Ranch

APRIL 2020

NEWSLETTER

STUDENT PROFILE

Bella

A newborn enters the foster care system
An infant was crying. A few minutes
passed. The crying grew more desperate.
She was hungry. She wanted to be held.
Hours passed. Still no one came. Nobody
heard her. Bella was alone.
An infant is adopted into a loving family
She was six months old. Her new
parents held her tiny body in their arms.
They fed and nourished her. Still, she
cried. And every time, they came.

A struggling teen runs away from home
Bella was fifteen years old. She wasn’t
safe. Her parents couldn’t find her. Nobody knew where she was. So nobody
came.
Bella forgot what it felt like to be safe.
She cried, tears of anger, of shame, of
confusion.
The tears would continue to come. But
they became silent tears.
Then, Bella stopped crying.
-Bella weighed in at 99 pounds when
she arrived at the all-girls boarding school
in Utah. Her dad had driven through the
night to get her there. Bella had left what

she considered her most
valuable possessions back
at the house. She was introduced to her houseparents
upon arrival and immediately resented their authority. There were cameras
everywhere on the premises. Her behavior was to
be monitored closely, every
infraction marked on a
card.
It was also at this time
when Bella started going back to church. Bella
had grown up attending
church, but was often bullied and had trouble fitting
in with her peers. Now in
another state, when her
houseparents extended the
invitation, Bella made the
choice to go.
Bella began to see that
she was safe. She had forgotten what that felt like,
to be protected. Being in
the program also kept her
sober, and for the first time,
she began to want something different for herself.
For two years, Bella
attended individual and
group therapy weekly.

(cont. on pg. 2)

SPECIAL EVENT

50th anniversary weekend: what
to expect

Agony Ride
July 24-25

Excitement is building, plans are firming up, a schedule
of events is set, and there will be plenty of time to relax and
reconnect with friends from the past 50 years of Christian
Encounter Ranch! Here’s what you can expect.

SIGN UP TO RIDE
OR SAG AT
AGONYRIDE.ORG

Friday, Sept. 18: Check-in begins at 4 p.m. followed by dinner,
a fun family “game show” with a campfire available for any
who like.
Saturday, Sept. 19: Activities (zipline, archery, boating, etc.)
will be open and the current Ranch family will challenge
the formers to an Ultimate Frisbee game on the new athletic
field. A barbeque in the meadow will fill folks up, and music
through the decades and a slideshow will complete the day.

(cont. on pg. 2)

Rescue Run
April 18 | 9:30am
COME JOIN US FOR A 5K
RUN/WALK ON OUR
PROPERTY

Bella (cont. from pg. 1)

resist the temptations that caused her to fall
before. But Bella barely heard her parents’
words. She was apathetic.
Being in another program was like slipping on an old pair of shoes. The familiarity of structured days made for an easier
transition, allowing the bigger questions of

and she began to yell at God. She wanted to
blame Him for everything - for the trauma,
the pain, the loss.
Only towards the end was Bella able to own
It was there, in the silence, amidst her
the words - exploitation, coercion, trauma
sobs, Bella heard an audible voice.
- that named her past experiences. Experi“I’m hurt, too. I’m sad, too.” Tears
ences her family tried in vain to protect her
streamed down her face.
from but couldn’t.
Bella began to realize that God
Every night for several months
had never abandoned her. He had
Bella had heard the words, “You’re
protected her, time and time again.
priceless. God loves you.” Now she
All at once, she had an advocate, a
began to ask questions. “How can
father, a protector.
I be priceless? I’m dirty. There’s no
Months later, Bella was sitting
value here. They took that away
in a hospital bed, bandages on her
from me.” Bella’s houseparents enarms, ridden with anxiety. She had
gaged in these conversations night
turned in her vape pen, but there
after night.
was still more. A staff member was
As Bella was coming up on two
sitting by her side now. She couldn’t
years in Utah, she began anticipatkeep living in the dark.
ing her transition into the young
Consequences lay ahead. Even
adult home, the next phase of the
so, the peace she felt was undeniprogram. Bella returned to Califorable. Upon her return, Bella innia for a scheduled home visit when
vested in the hard work of mending
her parents gave her the news that
broken relationships and rebuilding
continuing at the boarding school
trust. To see that forgiveness - even
was no longer a viable option for
restoration - was possible gave her a
Bella with students Cassidy and Savannah atop the igloo they built in
them. Bella was blindsided. The
picture of what she wanted with her
the
Tahoe
National
Forest.
future she had begun to imagine for
parents.
herself had vanished in an instant.
faith to take the forefront. Bella was drawn
When she returned home for Christmas,
She blamed God.
to the serenity of the pond and often found
instead of taking to the streets or retreating
Bella was afforded the opportunity to
herself on the dock.
to her room, Bella entered into life with her
return to Utah to attend her graduation
It was getting harder and harder to keep
family. Not only that, she invited them into
from the program. When she got back to
everything inside.
hers.
California, her parents presented Christian
One day, Bella ran upstairs to her dorm
“The thief comes only to steal and kill
Encounter as a next step. It was a precauroom to grab a change of clothes, infuriated and destroy; I have come that they may
tionary measure. They knew Bella wasn’t
at one of the other girls. As she was rifling
have life, and have it to the full.”
ready to be home yet. She wasn’t ready to
through her closet, her anger redirected,
Zoya Lee

50th weekend (cont. from pg. 1)

POSITION OPENING

Now Hiring:
Food Service &
Hospitality
Manager

Sunday, Sept. 20: You won’t want to miss
Church in the meadow, the afternoon
Ranch Family Jeopardy Game, further
opportunities to fellowship with friends,
and an Untalent Night to remember!

If you know anyone with a
background in Food Service and a
heart for struggling young people,
please help spread the word!

Responsibilities include: Managing commercial kitchen, catering events (10-125
people), menu planning within a budget, purchasing food/supplies, teaching cooking skills and nutrition.
Personal qualifications include: Commitment to Christ, desire and willingness to
work with struggling young people, flexibility to work in a variety of settings,
possession of Food Service Manager’s certificate (or willingness to acquire it).
Experience in leadership, cooking for large numbers and training in nutritional
principles are desired.
For more information, contact Nate Boyd at 530-268-0877 or nate@christianencounter.org.

Tent sites and cabins are available at the
Ranch (reserve now!) on a first-come, firstserved basis. There is no charge for the
event. If you prefer a local motel or hotel,
we urge you to reserve your rooms soon.

Accommodations are available at
discounted rates at two local motels: The
Northern Queen Inn in Nevada City
(530-265-5824) and the Springhill Suites
by Marriott in Auburn (530-492-5656).
Reservations must be made 30 days in
advance.
Icon made by Dave Gandy from www.flaticon.com
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Why we ride
Below, the three staff riders that comprise this year’s Team CER share their motivation behind riding. To sponsor a rider,
visit agonyride.org. This year’s Agony Ride takes place on July 24-25, 2020.
Zoya Lee, Communications Coordinator
Mileage goal: 300 miles
In 2010, I came as a one-year
intern, stayed for two, then asked if
I could hang around to help update
our publications. One year later, I
joined the staff team. The bonus to
sticking around for a decade is getting
to catch a glimpse of the expansiveness of the Ranch family as people
return to visit - staff, interns, and students alike. The testimonies
of lives changed is undeniable. But the best part of my job is getting to sit down with our students - those here now, who are in
the muck and mire of seeking change in their lives - and telling
their story, testifying to God’s power and great love. There is
no better story to share - stories of transformation, of healing, of
hope. Please partner with us so that these stories can continue to
be rewritten and that lives can continue to be changed.

Sharon MacLean, Accountant
Mileage goal: 275 miles
Nearly ten years ago, I was
drawn to Christian Encounter because I desired to be a part of helping others close the gap between
where they are and where the Lord
calls them to be. I wanted to partner
with Jesus to see the full capacity of
Isaiah 61 on the earth. Each day at the Ranch, the Good News
is being proclaimed. Each day, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
young people take courageous steps from bondage toward
freedom, brokenness toward healing, mourning toward joy,
ashes toward beauty, and devastation toward restoration.
This year, I find myself excited to ride in the 2020 Agony,
because by riding I get to partner with Jesus to bring freedom,
healing, joy, beauty, and restoration to the students’ lives. Will
you join me?

Jensen Near, Director of Student Life
Mileage goal: 300 miles
Serving at the Agony Ride has been one of the most meaningful experiences I’ve ever had. These last
two years it has been incredible to get to sag at Beckwourth, getting to do the behind-the-scenes work to
support our riders as much as possible. For 24 hours, 200 brothers and sisters unite behind one cause to
bring hope and healing to hurting young people.
And now, it’s my turn to ride. I am so excited to undertake the physical, emotional, and spiritual
challenge of riding as a part of the staff team this year. The students are always deeply impacted to see
the physical display of love and sacrifice of all the riders on their behalf, and I am beyond excited to get
to serve as one of those people this year!

STAFF TRANSITIONS

Food Service Manager departs,
Outreach Coordinator hired
In February, we said goodbye to our
Food Service Manager of two years, Chris
Unitt (top left). Chris made significant
contributions during her time here, particularly in spearheading the renovation
of our kitchen facilities.
Outreach Coordinator Charlie Cazin
(bottom left) is responding to the call of
youth ministry and will also be leaving
the staff team in the coming months.
We’re sad to see each go, but also excited
about who God is bringing in their stead.
In March, we welcomed Zach Malech
(right) as the new Outreach Coordinator.
A Grass Valley local, Zach is passionate
about building meaningful connections

530-268-0877 		

christianencounter.org

with others to further God’s kingdom
work. Zach and his wife Lydia have previously served with the youth at Twin Cities
Church in Grass Valley and are eager to
integrate into the Ranch church community, where Zach will join the preaching
rotation. Zach and Lydia have a fivemonth old daughter, Havilah.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

•

Planned Giving
Did you know there are creative
ways you can support Christian
Encounter Ranch that will
benefit you, your loved ones and the
ministry? Contact us to hear more
about Planned Giving and how you
can make a lasting legacy in the
lives of our students and interns.
Christian Encounter Ranch is a
non-profit, non-denominational,
residential community helping
16- to 25-year-olds by providing
love, spiritual guidance, high
school education, counseling, and
24-hour supervision. Internships
are offered to qualifying upperlevel college students and
graduates. We are a member of the
Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountibility, and all gifts are
tax deductible.

MEMORIALS

INTERN INTRODUCTION

In memory of Alison Arcadi, given by:
Ezekiel and Linda Lopez
Jerry and Lisa Wildermuth
In memory of Sue Mott, given by:
Dennis and Shelly Ramsey
Christopher and Diane Streff
In memory of Jim Parker, given by:
James and Kathleen Quinn
Peter and Claudia Grubeck
In memory of LaWanda Roberts,
given by:
The Roberts Family Trust

In memory of Tom Royer, given by:
Barbara Royer

Jacqui Nunez joined our intern team
earlier this year. Jacqui comes to us from
Fresno and is a California Baptist University graduate with a B.S. in Sociology.
When Jacqui heard about Christian Encounter, she was immediately drawn to
the opportunity of sharing her faith while
living alongside teenagers. “I’ve been in a
position of feeling completely broken and
lost. I didn’t have a solid support system.
I want to be an example of someone who
is breaking generational chains...”

INTERNS NEEDED!
Do you know someone looking for a gap year program? Or someone who wants to
serve on the mission field? What about that incredible young person helping out at
youth group? We’re asking for a minimum three-month commitment and that
applicants be at least 21 years of age.

