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STUDENT PROFILE

Savannah

“I could carry on conversations with
adults before I was in kindergarten, but
I had a hard time connecting with my
peers. I hated being a kid; I wanted to
be an adult…” Savannah was a precocious child, rapidly absorbing the world
around her. While her brother and sister
were on soccer teams and receiving
trophies at end-of-season pizza parties,
Savannah immersed herself in books and
conquered new levels on her Nintendo
DS.
Spirited, extraverted and outspoken, as
she got older Savannah searched for the
spotlight - any spotlight - no matter how
dim the light. Her breadth of knowledge
was her ticket into any conversation and
her genuine curiosity kept her there.
Savannah had a foot in almost every
friend group on campus. She was desperate for connection.
With such a wide net of social interaction at school, Savannah was inevitably
rubbing shoulders frequently with the
wrong crowd. Savannah knew when she
was doing wrong, and the guilt nagged at

DIRECTOR’S VIEW

The Quarantined Ranch
When Christian Encounter Ranch was
only an idea, the desire was to create a
place that was quarantined. Or, to use a
friendlier word, a refuge. The founders
saw young people drowning in a culture
of rebellion and casual destruction of self,
and felt an urgent calling to offer a place
of safety.
They picked this physical location
to establish the Ranch because it was
removed from society. The dirt road leading to the Ranch was so bad that during
heavy rains it was all but impassable.
Separation and distance were key requirements, because the Ranch was to be
an escape from many forms of danger.

(cont. on pg. 3)
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her, but the need for acceptance
was stronger.
Savannah’s family moved
when she was about to enter high
school, giving her a fresh start.
She got involved in a myriad of
extracurriculars and was grateful
for teachers who were personally invested in her. Savannah
attended every football game
she could, almost never missed
a school dance, and went all out
for spirit week.
Though she dove head first
into her new school, the depression she experienced as a child
had lingered all these years and
was only worsening with each
poor decision that was made.
Savannah moved through a
string of relationships, resulting in more pain and confusion,
which eventually led her parents
to pull her out of school while
they searched for a safer alternative.

When Savannah’s parents
dropped her off at Christian
Encounter, Savannah read their
actions as rejection. “I thought I
couldn’t be cared about.”

(cont. on pg. 3)

Volunteers at a distance
Clockwise: Former student Madison Labrador and husband Dan doing some
spring planting; Outdoor kitchen foundation being poured; Outdoor kitchen
structure underway; Chris Bierwagen cultivating and seeding the field.

NEW STUDENTS

Emily, 20

Wes, 16

INTERN INTRODUCTION

Maren Vodrazka hails from

Raleigh, North Carolina. Maren
is studying criminal justice with a
focus on juvenile rehabilitation at
Liberty University. After arriving at
Liberty, Maren eventually adopted
her childhood faith as her own.
With an impassioned desire to help
young people find their way in
life, Maren began volunteering at
a juvenile detention center. There,
she plainly saw the need for “living
water healing” and continues on
her journey to offer that to others
here at Christian Encounter.
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FOOD SERVICE MANAGER INTRODUCTION

Kathleen McNama first heard about Christian

Encounter through an old college friend who had
done an internship years prior. It would be much later
that Kathleen began to receive our newsletters in the
mail, and about that same time she enrolled in culinary school after spending years in the church kitchen
helping put on events. Kathleen went on to work in
the kitchen at Camp Alta and Whitewater Excitement.
When Kathleen saw the position opening in our newsletter a couple of months ago, she stepped out in faith
and stepped on our property not two weeks later.
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Savannah (cont. from pg. 1)
Savannah’s arrival coincided with Family
Camp, which couldn’t have been better
timing. Savannah was immediately received into a new, more extensive family
unit than her own. The wealth of connection pulled her in and began to
fill her heart.
A couple of months later,
Savannah was on the side of a
rock face, more than halfway
through the 15-day backpacking
trip in Tahoe National Forest.
Tears streaming down her face,
Savannah’s cries echoed through
the trees as she beat her fists
against the rock. Staff member
Caryn Galeckas lowered herself
down over the ledge to join
Savannah. “Why is this such
a big deal for you? Why do
you feel like you need to come
up this? What happens if you
don’t?” Moments later another
staff member appeared above
her. They proceeded to share the gospel
of grace with Savannah, awakening truth
she had heard many times before. It was
half an hour before Savannah would
proceed up the ledge, propelled by a new
reality. Once on solid ground, she fell into
the embrace of her teammates.
Moving forward from that day,

Quarantined (cont. from pg. 1)
Young people could get away from drug
dealers, from abusers, and also from the
countless distractions life brings. Today,
this list has grown to include social media and addictive online worlds.
The purpose of a medical quarantine is to keep a deadly contagion from
spreading. The results include physically healthier people, but at the cost
of community. The Ranch quarantine
also results in healthier people, but
instead by means of community. The
redemptive power of the community
is strengthened because the contagions
removed by the Ranch quarantine are
also things that sicken communities.
Neuroscientists have been learning
recently that brains are hardwired--designed--for love. Specifically, to express
and to receive love in community.
When community love is disrupted, the
results are neurotoxicity and anxiety.
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Savannah began to see differently. As she
wrote her reflection paper on the 15-day
trip, she recognized the rejection she had
perceived from her family wasn’t rejection at all. She realized that love was not
something to be earned or won, that her
personal worth was separate from the

challenges she faced in life. “I have tried
to replace my family in the past, but I
don’t need to do that anymore. I care for
my family more than anything…”
As Savannah began learning how to
walk out these truths, her desire to be
baptized resurfaced and seemed like a
logical next step. Surrounded by her fam-

This is not a surprise. As God said at the
beginning, “It is not good for man to be
alone.”
At the end of the day, the Ranch is
very simply a community of love. Our
mission is “Overcoming the cycles of
brokenness, one story at a time.” This
happens through the immense power
of a community of love. A team that includes counselors, pastors, teachers, and
interns anchors the community in the
love of Christ, creating an environment
that can nurture growth and healing
for a time, with the goal of sending out
stronger young people more immune
from the invisible contagions of the
world.
While medical quarantines today
have caused many people to feel alone
and hopeless, the Lord’s love is undiminished and unchanged. May He remind you of His great love for you, and
may you pass that along to others.
Nate Boyd, Executive Director

christianencounter.org

ily and friends, Savannah made a public
profession of faith this past winter.
When prompted for personally significant scriptures, Savannah recites Proverbs
27:5 among a few: “Better is open rebuke
than hidden love.” Savannah now recognizes the courage it took for family members and church members to confront her
when they did. The consequences
could have been irreversible had
they waited much longer.
“When I came to the Ranch I
made a goal to experience and
understand the true meaning
of God’s love before I finished
my stay...The community and
fellowship at the Ranch is so
welcoming and accepting that
I was able to experience a love
that I had never comprehended:
agape, an unconditional enduring love. 1 John 4:12 states, ‘No
one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God abides in us
and his love is perfected in us.’
His disciples at the Ranch took
me in with arms wide open and loved me
even when I made it painfully obvious I
was not perfect...The Ranch has become
many things to me: a family, a home, an
enduring sense of hope, and most of all
a titanium reminder that God’s love will
never fail and never end.”
Zoya Lee

ANNOUNCEMENT

Family Camp
cancelled
We will no longer be hosting our
annual Family Camp this year due to
the ongoing risks and restrictions on
gatherings because of Covid-19.

SPECIAL EVENT

50th Anniversary
Celebration still on
We are still planning to hold our 50th
Anniversary Celebration September
18-20, and we would love to have you
join us. This event is free and open to
all who want to come. Visit our website
for more info.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

•

Planned Giving
Did you know there are creative
ways you can support Christian
Encounter Ranch that will
benefit you, your loved ones and the
ministry? Contact us to hear more
about Planned Giving and how you
can make a lasting legacy in the
lives of our students and interns.
Christian Encounter Ranch is a
non-profit, non-denominational,
residential community helping
16- to 25-year-olds by providing
love, spiritual guidance, high
school education, counseling, and
24-hour supervision. Internships
are offered to qualifying upperlevel college students and
graduates. We are a member of the
Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountibility, and all gifts are
tax deductible.

MEMORIALS
In memory of Rob Eggink, given by:
Bill and Karen Frazee

Sign up for the
Agony Ride

In memory of Lorraine Hokanson,
given by:
Dan and Shelly Haagenson
In memory of Richard Howey, given by:
Darald and Jan Paul

In memory of Ken and Barbara
LaBone, given by:
Scott LaBone
In memory of Jim Parker, given by:
Terry and Ann Barley
Wayne, Carolyn, and Marcus Bigelow
Tim and Shirley Salter
Jackie Turner
In memory of Betty Russo, given by:
Anthony Norskog and Sarah Woerner

HONORARIUMS
In honor of Jim and Marion Parker,
given by:
Bill Barbour

Despite the unknowns of the
coming months, we will still be hosting the 38th annual Agony Ride on
July 24-25. We plan to ride in the Sierra
Valley as usual. If gatherings that size
are prohibited, we have contingency
plans, such as subdividing into smaller
groups. Even if tight restrictions are
in place, you can still participate from
wherever you are: we now have a
virtual option available.
We will keep you posted as
restrictions change and plans in line
with state and local guidance develop.
Visit agonyride.org for the latest.

