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A graduate’s perspective
Perseverance, passion, position, purpose: 
These are the four columns of my educa-
tion and growth from Christian Encoun-
ter High School.

Perseverance: When the days get rough 
and the projects seem to pile up, I will not 
throw up my hands and walk out. I will 
continue to focus on my goals and stay 
ahead of my assignments and projects.

Passion: I have never been more motivat-
ed to research my career path and avail-
able opportunities in my field. I plan to 
major in business and management with 
a concentration on accounting.

Position: I know that Jesus Christ is the 
basis for every belief and opinion I have, 
and that’s my one stance you won’t 
shake. As I develop my own opinions and 

Internship at CER: A ministry of  presence 

ideas, I will look to 
God, knowing that 
He is the one who 
crafted and gifted my 
intelligence, 
knowledge, and free 
will.

Purpose: I am learn-
ing that achievment, 
success, career path-
ways, and diplomas 
aren’t all there is 
to life. I see them 
as goals, but I now 
know that they have 
nothing to do with 
my worth and the 
young woman I am 
becoming.

Savannah, 2020 CEHS 
grad

A call for interns 
Dear twenty-something adult who wants to 
make serious kingdom impact:

Has the pandemic thrown a wrench in your 
plans? Is online school not your thing? 

Are you looking for an immersive, hands-on 
ministry experience? Do you want to be a 
part of an intentional community? Do you 
want to affect real life change? 

Come minister with us. Room and board are 
provided. We ask for a three-month minimum 
commitment. 

Jesus invited a select few to come alongside 
Him - to be with Him - during His 
ministry on earth. They ate together, they 
walked together, they talked together. 

Our interns model this life-to-life discipleship 
with our students with a web of support 
backing them. 

For more information, please email 
jensen@christianencounter.org or call 
530-268-0877.

My last week of internship I sprained my ankle. I really struggled with not being able to do 
my normal job and pull my weight on my team. I couldn’t do much physically, but I did 
have countless opportunities to spend time with the students. They would all pop in to talk 
periodically or join me on the couch as I iced my foot. In this time, I realized the value of 
being present. My whole internship I had focused so much on doing for them but now I was 
blessed with the opportunity of just being with them. I realized that this must be what God 
valued the most as well. More than all the work I could do for Him or the amount of boxes I 
could check off in a day, He just wanted my presence.
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The need to unplug 
and how we can help      

Angels’ Meadow now available for 
community use 

     Data and stimuli are coming at us much 
faster than ever before in history. The ex-
plosive growth of technology fueling this 
barrage shows no signs of letting up. Not 
surprisingly, mental health issues are also 
rising dramatically. The connection points 
between these trends are complex, but one 
thing is clear: finding rest is essential--and 
challenging.
     The Ranch can now help with this.
     For a couple of years we’ve been work-
ing toward revitalizing and equipping a 
beautiful, serene space that we call Angels’ 
Meadow, which is located on the back 
acreage of our property. It includes cabins, 
bathrooms, an outdoor amphitheater, a 
campfire pit, and more. Over the years, 
groups have occasionally used it for 
retreats, but it was labor-intensive, since 
there were no kitchen facilities. But now, 
due to a group of donors and a team of 
volunteers coming together, we have an 
outdoor kitchen, and we are able to open 
the meadow as a destination to find rest.
     Our vision is to use this resource to 
strengthen families and churches. From 
fishing and team building to devotion and 
worship, people can draw near to God in 
nature as a community. Best of all, we are 

making this campground avail-
able at no charge! (Donations to 
cover cleaning and upkeep are, of 
course, gladly accepted.) Along 
the way, we will get to share the 
news of hope for struggling young 
people with an ever growing 
community.
     So come, spend time recon-
necting with your family, friends, 
or church group. Experience God 
together in a beautiful setting He 
created--one free from the flood of 
daily distractions and data.
     Nate Boyd, Executive Director

“Our vision is to use this resource to strengthen 
families and churches.”

Angels’ Meadow
Accommodations: 
• 12 cabins, each with 5 beds
• Tent and RV sites
• Outdoor kitchen with grill 
• Bathrooms with showers

Program & recreation: 
• Amphitheater seating up to 200
• Campfire pit seating up to 150
• Speakers available on request 
• Lawn Games
• Fishing

Cost: Free of charge 

Small groups, family camps, men’s 
and women’s retreats, and youth 
groups are all welcome. 

To inquire about availability, go to
 christianencounter.org/meadow
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1. How much was the initial down 
payment of the Ranch property?

3. Why did we ban goats from the Ranch 
in the 1980’s?
   a. They got into the dorms and pooped    
       in the guys’ beds.
   b. They ate the lodge laundry off the         
       lines. 
   c. A goat headbutted a Family camper. 
   d. All of the above. 

4. What animal did Mike Petrillo always 
impersonate in his fellowship cafe skits?

2. Which local Grass Valley business was 
born from the Ranch’s gas station/honey 
business from the 1970’s?

The virtual Agony Ride 

Name: Dan Jamison 
Mileage goal: 150
Location: Uganda
Type of bike: mountain 
Gameplan: Ride 1pm - 1pm, minus 
curfew hours from 7pm - 6:30am. Dan’s 
wife Rachel will plan to join in the 
morning and hopes to ride 100 miles.

Ranch trivia 

Name: Becky Greer 
Mileage goal: 50
Location: Her 5th wheel
Type of bike: stationary 
Gameplan: Planning to be at the physical 
ride, but due to limited experience on the 
bike, choosing alternate option. 

Name: Alena Egense 
Mileage goal: 150
Location: American River Trail in 
Sacramento
Type of bike: road
Gameplan: Ride for a 14-hour window

5. How many ponds are on Ranch 
property? 

6. How many bee hives were in the Bee 
Barn at its peak? 

7. What was the original function of 
what’s now called the “corner cabin?”

10. How many wilderness trips did 
Jim Parker co-lead?

9. How many wilderness trips did 
Marion Parker co-lead? 

As we anticipate the upcoming Ranch 
Family Jeopardy Game at the 50th 
Anniverary Celebration, we thought we’d 
help you brush up a little on your Ranch 
trivia. (Answer key on backpage.) 

8. Where were our short-lived 
satellite homes located?

In 1985, nine teens and three chaperones with 
Youth for Christ came from Victoria, British 
Columbia to build this giant three-story tree 
house, among other projects. The tree house 
was located in Tractor’s Meadow and was 
torn down in 2013 for safety reasons due to the 
age of the tree. 

50th Anniversary 
Celebration
Mark your calendars for September 
18-20! We would love to have you 
join us. This event is free and open 
to all who want to come. Visit our 
website for more info. 

Need some inspiration for your virtual ride? Here’s what a few of our participants are doing. 
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Christian Encounter Ranch is a 
non-profit, non-denominational, 
residential community helping 
16- to 25-year-olds by providing 
love, spiritual guidance, high 
school education, counseling, and 
24-hour supervision.  Internships 
are offered to qualifying upper-
level college students and 
graduates.  We are a member of the 
Evangelical Council for Financial 
Accountibility, and all gifts are 
tax deductible.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

•

Did you know there are creative 
ways you can support Christian 
Encounter Ranch that will 
benefit you, your loved ones and the 
ministry? Contact us to hear more 
about Planned Giving and how you 
can make a lasting legacy in the 
lives of our students and interns.

Planned Giving

Christian Encounter Ranch

In memory of Jim Parker, given by: 
Wayne & Carolyn Bigelow
Jerry & Linda Duffus
Matt & Gena Lyerly

MEMORIALS

In honor of Micaela (Surgett) Terra, 
given by: 
Jessie Norgaard

HONORARIUMS

Ranch trivia key
Answers:
1. $20.  2. Caroline’s Coffee.  3.  d. All of 
the above.  4. A buzzard.  5.  4.  6.  300.  
7. It was a girls’ dorm.  8. Livermore, San 
Jose, Yuba City. 9. Marion co-led a hand-
ful of Wilderness Women over 30 trips 
(part of DE ministry) as well as portions 
of a couple of student/intern wilder-
ness trips.  10. Just one intern trip. For 
two nights. And that was enough for the 
Grand Poobah.  

We are still planning to host the 38th 
annual Agony Ride on July 24-25 in 

the Sierra Valley. We may have more 
information by the time this gets in 

your hands. 

We will keep you posted as 
restrictions change and plans in line 

with state and local guidance develop. 
If coming in-person isn’t an option 

for you, you can still participate from 
wherever you are through our virtual 

option. 

Visit agonyride.org to learn more.

Sign up for the 
Agony Ride


