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As our Business Manager 
prepares for sabbatical leave, 
we’ve hired our newest ad-
dition to the business office, 
Elizabeth Near. Elizabeth 
has already been a part of 
the Ranch family for two 
years, serving alongside her 
husband, Director of Student 
Life Jensen Near. We are ex-
cited to now have Elizabeth 
aboard in an official capacity 
and anticipate the arrival of 
baby Near this winter.  

Aldin Basilio joined our 
intern team in July. Aldin is 
studying psychology at Cal 
Baptist University with a minor 
in Christian studies. Prior to his 
undergraduate studies, Aldin 
lived in the Philippines where 
his parents were missionaries 
for several years. It was during 
this formative time that his faith 
was strengthened by seeing 
firsthand how God can change 
people’s lives. A natural enter-
tainer, Aldin’s joyful presence is 
a gift to the Ranch family.

INTERN INTRODUCTIONSTAFF INTRODUCTION

“That is sacrificial love 
- and that will change 
the world.”      

Below is an edited transcription of staff 
member Zach Malech’s reflection on his first 
Agony Ride experience, shared during the 
Agony Ride Sunday Service. 

     When I started here in March I re-
member coming up for lunch and hearing 
words floating around, people talking. 
What I had gathered from the situation 
was that a student had had a meltdown 
and had locked herself in the bathroom. 
Powered down, imprisoned herself in 
the bathroom. One of our staff members 
picked up a chair and a good book and sat 
down right by the bathroom door. I 
remember watching that unfold my first 
week at the Ranch. It was so basic, so 
simple. But it was powerful to me and what 
I got to witness in this relentless pursuit. 
     I was talking with this student later as 
she was about to leave the Ranch. The mes-
sage in her heart was clear when she locked 
herself in the bathroom; this was a common 
occurrence for her. But her previous experi-
ence was that whoever she was with at the 
time would just leave her there. 
     When she found someone sitting on a 
chair waiting for her, she thought, “Some-
one would take the time and wait there for 
me? I must have some value.” 
     As you fight with your blood, sweat, and 

tears for funds that make healing possible 
for these students, you send that message: 
“You’re worth it. You have value.” It was 
then I began to learn what the Agony Ride 
is about. 
     During the Ride, I remember when I 
walked up to the first station, and I saw 
community. I saw everybody had their 
place. Everybody had a purpose. Every-
body had belonging. And I thought, my 
God, this is the community that is the antidote 
for this epidemic of isolation we see in the world. 
     Then we went to another SAG station. 
And I saw a sagger serving and making 
breakfast and taking off the helmet of 
another rider. And I thought, my God, this 

is the servant-
hood that 
will cure this 
plague of pride 
and selfishness 
in our world. 
     Then we 
came to the 
next one. 
I walked 
upstairs and 
there was a 
rider on the 
ground. I 
thought, my 
God, that is 
sacrificial love. 
And that will 
change the 
world. 
     And then 
it hit me. In-

stead of being 
in the Valley, 

we had 21 pockets of incredible community 
spread out amongst other communities. In 
the midst of a pandemic. 
     Your ability to make such a drastic pivot 
in the final moments leading up to the 
event display to me that you guys are not 
sold out for the Ride - you are sold out for 
what the Agony Ride stands for. 
     You were relentless to fight for second 
chances. And you refused to let earthly 
circumstances get in the way of your King-
dom work. That is a body of Christ that is 
resilient. That is a community and church 
that will not be stopped when times change 
and get tricky. This is a community that 
will change the world. 

AGONY RIDE SPECIAL FEATURE 

Current students: (L to R) (Top) Kayla, Josh, Wes. (Bottom) Sophia, Emily, Emma. Not 
pictured: Ada, Jimmy. 
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The 2020 Virtual Agony Ride 

84 Riders | 21 Locations | 14,180 miles ridden
$235,000+ raised in gifts and pledges

Going virtual 

With a looming pandemic and the 
Agony Ride hanging in the balance, 
Michael and Stephanie Lewis  spear-
headed efforts to create a virtual op-
tion. Countless hours were poured 
into creating an app that enabled 
riders to log mileage, post updates, 
and receive messages from friends 

and family throughout the ride. Our plan is to continue to offer 
a virtual option so the Agony community can broaden and the 
message of hope can travel still further. Mark Reitz and Chris Adamson in Long Beach, CA. 

This was Chris’ and 17 others’ first Agony Ride. 

Staff member Austin Sather drove up to Spokane, WA to ride with 
first time rider and brother-in-law Trevor Farris. They were joined by 
friends Kenny and Krina who came along for the ride. 

Having riders pick their route of choice allowed 
families to come around their riders and experi-
ence the Ride in a different way. Craig McAtee was 
joined by wife Nancy and daughter Megan. 

Executive Director 
Nate Boyd and staff 
members Caryn 
Galeckas and Suzanne 
Hartley were featured 
on the Fox40 evening 
news the night of the 
Ride. 

FUN FACT
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Stats & Highlights 

Leaderboard:
Men: Frank Winters, 411; Manuel 
Prado, 352
Women: Carol Douglass, 302; Amy 
Blackburn, 270

Money raised leaderboard: 
1: Jensen Near (CER staff) - $19,224.67
2: Tom Blackburn - $13,312.75
3: Zoya Lee (CER staff)  - $12,999.00
4: Jonathan Palmer - $12,185.90
5: Craig McAtee - $10,754.90
6: Sharon Palmer (MacLean) (CER staff) - 
$9,522.70
7: Grace Blackburn - $8,204.45
8: Chris Palmer - $6,927.77
9: Marion Parker - $5,515.00
10: Roger Brouwer - $5,504.10

Fundraising milestone: $100k
Jonathan Palmer surpassed $100,000 
in fundraising this year, on his 15th 
Agony Ride, a milestone only achieved 
by two other individuals. 

This year we had two 
media teams visiting 
riders on their routes. 
Staff members Suzanne 
Hartley and Caryn 
Galeckas, along with 
former intern Jackie 
Turner, covered 700 
miles during the Ride. 
They are pictured 
here with riders Greg 
Thomas, Paul Montal-
vo, and Chris Leonard 
in Manteca, CA. This 
was Paul’s first Agony 
Ride. 

Jonathan Palmer took advantage of the 
virtual option to do something completely 
different: ride an “Everest” (29K ft elevation) 
and have sponsors pledge per 100 ft gain. 
That’s 13 times up Spooner Pass. Co-worker 
Dennis Mingo joined in on several ascents. 

Former student 
and fourth time 

rider Mikenna 
Kossow chooses 

to be a testimony 
of love and com-
passion and con-
tinues to ride to 
bring awareness 
to at-risk youth. 



Christian Encounter Ranch is a 
non-profit, non-denominational, 
residential community helping 
16- to 25-year-olds by providing 
love, spiritual guidance, high 
school education, counseling, and 
24-hour supervision.  Internships 
are offered to qualifying upper-
level college students and 
graduates.  We are a member of the 
Evangelical Council for Financial 
Accountibility, and all gifts are 
tax deductible.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

•

Did you know there are creative 
ways you can support Christian 
Encounter Ranch that will 
benefit you, your loved ones and the 
ministry? Contact us to hear more 
about Planned Giving and how you 
can make a lasting legacy in the 
lives of our students and interns.

Planned Giving

Christian Encounter Ranch

In memory of Betty Russo, given by: 
Ernest and Jenene Sowell

MEMORIALS

HONORARIUMS

In memory of Sue Mott, given by:
Christopher and Diane Streff

In honor of Gene and Robbin 
Adams, given by:
Lynn Laughlin

In honor of Olivia Crissman, given 
by:
Jackie & Linda Crissman

In honor of Jackie Romero, given by: 
Lin Frederick

In honor of Jackie Turner, given by: 
Benjie Wallis

50th Anniversary 
Celebration 
postponed to 2021

As case counts have climbed and 
restrictions have tightened again, we 
have decided to reschedule our 50th 
Anniversary Celebration. 

The Ranch was founded in Septem-
ber of 1970, so we’re postponing this 
celebration from the beginning of 
our 50th year to the end of it. 

We continue to rejoice in all that 
God is doing in the young lives 
at CER and that His work is not 
crippled or thwarted in the slightest 
degree by a worldwide contagion.

New dates: 
September 24-26, 2021


