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DIRECTOR’S VIEW

Not giving up

     As I write this, I’m about to drive 
down to Sacramento, the nearest large 
city with an airport. 
     Not every student finishes the course 
at the Ranch. Not everyone makes it to 
our signature “Pray Out” program com-
pletion ceremony. Sometimes, a behavior 
threatens the safety of the Ranch. Eventu-
ally, if no interventions prompt a change, 

that behavior means someone needs to be 
dismissed. Then there’s an abrupt, heart-
breaking departure, and many tears. 
     The more time we’ve had with each 
other, the harder these days are. Each 
student’s story is powerful, and it impels 
you to fight for that soul, to yearn for 
freedom and hope. For 50 years, Ranch 
staff have developed the program to help 
students face this fight and overcome 
instead of succumb. But it’s impossible 
to guarantee this, and it’s impossible to 
prevent dismissals, because no one can 

make choices for someone else. Only God 
has the power to change hearts, and only 
God can heal the deep parts of us. 
     This also means dismissal does not 
mark the end of the story. A famous 
poem describes God as the Hound of 
Heaven. Hounds have been known to 
follow their quarry until they catch them 
or until they run themselves to death. It is 
not in their nature to give up. God never, 
ever stops pursuing us. He doesn’t give 
up if we run far or if we run fast. He will 
never give up on our students, He’ll never 
give up on me, on you, or on the loved 
one you pray for so frequently. So keep 
praying. 
     The cause for this trip to Sacramento 
today is not terribly uncommon. But it 
isn’t to take  away a student who was 
dismissed: I’m picking up someone I had 
to dismiss four years ago. I remember 
clearly the tears when he left, both mine 
and others. But today, like many others 
who left too soon, he’s being welcomed 
back to visit.
     This young man would quickly tell 
you life has not been easy. In fact, he’s 
visiting because he’s seeking counsel and 
support. He’ll also tell you the Hound of 
Heaven never stopped pursuing him until 
he was found.  
     A few days ago, a pastor asked: “Why 
does what you do work?” Perhaps the 
simplest answer is: here, people encoun-
ter the Hound of Heaven.
     Nate Boyd, Executive Director 

We’re seeking an LMFT to counsel students and interns, primarily the young men. 
This is a key leadership role at the Ranch, with tremendous potential to lead young 
lives toward healing in Christ. This is a full time position and includes benefits. 

Requirements include: Love for the Lord and for young people; readiness to 
step into complicated and challenging situations to carefully discern the best path 
forward; ability to oversee student admissions; desire to work in concert with the 
discipleship team and serve in an immersive ministry community.
Interested? Have a lead? Email nate@christianencounter.org or call 530-268-0877.

NOW HIRING 
Counseling Director Christmas wish list

Monetary gifts designated for 
Christmas will be used for student 
gifts. 

Students’

Art supplies
Socks 
Towel sets 
Bedding sets 
Postage stamps
Journals
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a. Zach enjoys a game of cribbage with staff member 
Elise Gallagher. b. Wes plates his hasselback potato 
dish during cooking class. c. Savannah celebrates her 
graduation with interns Maren and Kim. d. Emily and 
Joseph compete in a game of pictionary.

e. Tomato starts are planted in the new raised beds. f. Sophia harvests the volunteer squash. 
g. Savannah, Emily, and Emma prepare a special lunch of sushi, spring rolls, and cream cheese 
wontons. h. Intern Kevin and Isaiah before the annual staff vs. students soccer game. i. The boys 
atop Castle Peak during the annual 4-day snow camping trip. j. Emma is in full feline form for 
Halloween festivities. k. Josh and his mini golf team at 49er Fun Park. l. Food Service Manager 
Kathleen McNama and residential volunteer Olivia at graduation banquet. 
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Help rewrite someone’s story 

Jessica* had just run out of the lodge building fuming. She had gotten in a heated 
argument with another student and her head was spinning. She began to yell, 
“You guys need to learn who I am and need to deal with me. I’m a fighter; I hit 
people; I’m mean. I come from a family of fighters. That’s all I will ever be.” 

Jessica knew how close she had been to hitting the other student. And there was 
very little stopping her from going back inside to see it through. 

After her breathing had slowed, I looked her in the eye and said, “That’s not who 
you are. Who you are in the present is who you’re choosing to be now. And what 
you choose now will determine who you are in the future.”  
- Vanessa, former intern
*Name changed 

Each year, we give well over half a million dollars in direct student 
tuition scholarships. We are committed to creating a path for each young 
person who is a good fit for this program.

PROTECT THE MISSION, GIVE A GIFT
The fallout from Covid-19 has forced many nonprofits to cut or furlough staff, slash 
budgets and programs, or close permanently. At the same time, young people are 
experiencing dramatic spikes in domestic abuse, lack of purpose, and suicidal ideation. 
You can support these young people and protect our mission by making a year-end gift.

DUPLEX REMODEL FUND

For 12 years there’s been an abandoned shell 
on our property that used to be a duplex. 
We expect the cost to remodel to be about 
$180K. We already have $126K dedicated to 
it. The strategic value of adding 1819 sq. ft. 
of housing will be tremendous, and it will 
impact this ministry for decades. We have a 
first step of approval from the county and a 
core volunteer team lined up.

ADDITIONAL WAYS TO GIVE 

Gifts of financial securities 

CARES Act provisions incentivize giving in 2020:

A charitable gift of $300 is now 100% deductible on your 
income taxes, whether or not you itemize.

Individuals can deduct up to 100% of their AGI.

Corporations can deduct up to 25% of taxable income.

If you’d like to learn about ways to create a long-term 
impact on Christian Encounter, please call Nate at 
530-268-0877 or email nate@christianencounter.org. Text “GIVE” to 530-268-0877 

to donate now

If you are over 70½, you may roll over up to $100,000 to 
charity from your IRA without paying any federal income 
tax on the gift. To learn more, contact us or your account 
custodian.

Jewelry, vehicles, and real estate

Giving appreciated stocks and mutual funds allows you 
to take advantage of applicable tax incentives, including 
avoiding capital gains taxes. To find out more, talk to 
your investment or tax advisor.

Other non-cash gifts 

IRA rollover 

Legacy gift 

TUITION SPONSORSHIP 

To give directly to a student in need, 
designate gift as “tuition sponsorship.”



Christian Encounter Ranch is a 
non-profit, non-denominational, 
residential community helping 15- 
to 24-year-olds by providing love, 
spiritual guidance, high school 
education, counseling, and 24-
hour supervision. Internships are 
offered to young adults 21 years 
and older. We are a member of the 
Evangelical Council for Financial 
Accountibility, and all gifts are 
tax deductible.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

•

Did you know there are creative 
ways you can support Christian 
Encounter Ranch that will 
benefit you, your loved ones and the 
ministry? Contact us to hear more 
about Planned Giving and how you 
can make a lasting legacy in the 
lives of our students and interns.

Planned Giving

Christian Encounter Ranch

MEMORIALS

In memory of Jane Guiremand, 
given by:
Caryn Galeckas

When you shop at smile.amazon.
com, Amazon donates 0.5% of your 
purchase price to the charity of 
your choice. Simply select Christian 
Encounter as your charity.

HONORARIUMS

In honor of Vickey Depello, given by:
Steve and Audrey Sears

In honor of Rollin Haas, given by:
Shellee Perkins

What the ministry at Christian Encounter 
offered broken kids was in a sense what 
Joel Villavicencio had experienced 
himself: the opportunity to live with a 
loving Christian family and to be men-
tored by them. Joel had been on a per-
sonal crusade after high school, reading 
up on world religions and seeking truth. 
Along this journey, he was challenged to 
revisit Christianity, something he had dis-
missed years ago. Joel eventually came to 
faith through a series of divine appoint-
ments and says that in the midst of his 
intellectual pursuits, and even still, he has 
seen truth as love. Joel joined the intern 
team in October.

INTERN INTRODUCTION


